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L I NASH, Proprietor.

Terus:—$1 50 in advance, or $2
at the end of the year,

GALLIPOLIS, DEC. 9, 1875. -

Ex-Srnm BLaAINE, in order to
get rid of the school question agita-
tion, and at the same time relieve the
country from the strife between reli-
gious denominstions which that agi-
tation necessarily arouses, proposes
the following amendment to the Na-

tioaal Constitution, to-wit:
“No Stateshall makeany law respeci-

establishment of religion or pro-
iﬂﬁug&g the free exercise thereof; and

i raised by taxation in any
mnﬂ mlg)l:e{he support of ‘)ubll{: schools,
or derived from any public fund there-
for, shall ever be under the control of

ny religious nor shall any mone
:u{dlgf ever be divided between rel

glous sects or denominations.”

The first part of the amendment,
“respecting an establishment of reli-
gion,” may seem unnecessary to
many readers, but nevertheless it is &
fact, as Mr. BLaINE states, that a ma-
jority of the peonle in any State can,
if they desire it, have an established
church, under which the minority
may be taxed for the erection of
church edifices which they never en-
ter sand for the support of creeds
which they do not believe. There is
nothing in the National Constitution
to prevent this action on the part of
the people of the States. Indeed, in
the early history of some of the New
England States, this power was ex-
ercised, and the minority were taxed
at the will of the majority, to sup-
port an established church. This
provision, therefore, is one that will
commend its appropriateness to the
judgment of the American people.

The other part of the amendment,
regarding our public schools, is like-
wise wise and necessary. Its adop-
tion would forever put ut rest the pub-
lic school agitation, and place the
system beyond the reach of secta-
rian controversy or theological dis-
putation.

- O
Indian Afurs.

The question of Indian civilization
is one of the new problems of the
day. The administration of Presi-
dent Grant has been working in this
direction for some years, and the
Commissioner of Indian Aflairs, in
his annual report, dated Nov. 1, 1875,
bears testimony to the fact that the
civilation of Indians is not only en-
tirely practicable, butis fairly under
way. He says:

The statistics of the present year,
gathered with more than nsuai eare,
substantially verify the count and esti-
mates of last year, making a totsl as
now enumerated of 278963, Taking
labor which Imndians undertake for
themselves, and its results, as a stand-
ardof progress,the reports show forty-
two thousand able Indipns, representing
not far from the same number of Indian
families, undertaking self-support by
labor with their own hands, who have
raised 2,404,000 bushels of wheat and
other small grains, and 471,530 bushels
of potatoes and other vegetables. The
fields under caltivation by individaal
Indians planting for themselves aggre-
gate 323,896 acres, a larger area by 7,000
acres than ever before reported, and
nearly 200,000 acres more than were
cultivated in 1871, a gain of 145 per
cent. In flve years, and of 600 per cent.
in ten years. Additional lands broken
and ready for cultivation next year ag-
m 26,146 acres. Five yeurs ago

Indian families were living In
family houses. There are now 19,962, a
gain of ninety-two per cent.

The Commissioner says: “The
mode adopted for the last few years
of procuring nominations of agents
through the several religious bodies
of the country has worked most ad-
mirably, and I most devotedly trust
that the Government will still be in-
clined to call upon the religious bod-
ies of the country to name the proper

men for Indian agents.”

SeceErarRY Bristow permits no-
thing to interfere with his prosecu-
tion of the members of the Whisky
Ring, or with the practice of econo-
my in his Department. He has re-
cently reduced the salaries of
Custom-house officials, and the fol-
lowing item from the Washington
correspondence ofthe Cincinnati Ga-
zette shows how he was sought to be
intimidated in hiseffortsin behalf of
reform, and how gloriously and deci-
dedly met the emergency:

Some officials in the Custom-honse at
Mobile telegraphed the Secretary of the
Treasury that the employes declined o
accept the rednction of salaries, and
that nene could be found to take their
place. The Secretary replied that all
who chose could go, and that if none
can be tound about Mobile to take the
Elmea, he will send them eanough from

ere who will be glad to accept employ-
ment.

———— P —————

Ox Poca River, near Raymond
City, West Virginia, early last Thurs-
day morning, = party of fifieen
mounted men attempted to rob J. N.
Shower's store, but he had been ap-
prised of their intentions, and col-
lected a body of men to effect their
capture. They, however, all escaped,
leaving their horses behind.

Gonx-teu.

This body met Monday. The of-
ficers of the House sre s follows:
Spe-k_er, C..M. Kere, of Indians;
Clerk, Gmo. M. 45 4us, of Kentucky;
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